Homeless Court Program

Information Sheet

The Homeless Court Program (HCP) gives homeless people access to court. Local shelters host a special court session for misdemeanors cases. Judges give court sentences for program activities in which participants are already involved.   Clients ideally will be in a residential program.

To Sign Your Clients Up:
Homeless Court is program-driven; in order to maintain integrity each agency must have their own criteria and screening process.  

· A representative/case manager from each agency/program will screen their client to see if they meet the needed criteria

· The client’s representative will fill out an interest list with all needed information.  Please note any special concerns about any of the clients cases, make sure you document all names and/or SS#s that your client may have been using, and write down your name so that if any additional info is needed they can get a hold of you.

· The interest list will be sent via email to the Public Defenders office on or before the date required to Steve.Binder@sdcounty.ca.gov 

· An ‘Agreement to Appear” form will be filled out and signed by each client as a promise to appear 

      at both the counseling appointment and at the court hearing.  Times, dates, and location to appear 

      are documented on this form.  (One copy of this form is given to the client and one is kept in

      the clients file.) 

After the interest lists have been received, court clerks will research the clients legal history getting needed information on each of their cases being addressed.  The client and a representative of the referring agency will then attend a counseling session with an attorney from the public defenders office.  

The Counseling session is usually held 1 week prior to the court date. 

Counseling Session:

Bring proof of your program activities to HCP counseling session and court session.

What to bring: 3 copies of each (for Public Defender, Prosecutor & Judge) 
· Letters from case workers or agency representatives 

· Certificates of Accomplishments

· Medical documents (NA/AA)

· School records, (proof of enrolment/GPA and current status)

· Proof of other accomplishments/achievements

Court Date:  

Remind your clients how important it is that they attend as 

Agreed.   Be there with them to represent your program and 

and to support your client as well as the Homeless Court 

Program. You can leave after your clients have seen the 

Judge and received paperwork from the court clerks.

         What HCP Will and Will Not Take Care of:


The HCP cannot resolve:


Felony cases (this include probation terms and costs)


Misdemeanor cases outside of San Diego County


Domestic Violence or Prop. 36 cases


Parking tickets


Civil cases


Impound or DMV fees


Juvenile cases or costs














The HCP addresses misdemeanor cases:


Full range of misdemeanor cases


Traffic cases











